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Dear parents and carers,

It was positive to see so many parents supporting the children in year 1 at the Diwali assemblies this week. 

Recently Handsworth has been negatively reflected in the news. The Diwali assembly provided us all with the opportunity to reflect on the positives of living in and belonging to a diverse community. This should be celebrated. Well done to all the pupils and staff in year 1 who helped us think about what we can achieve when we join together to celebrate.

Pupils have responded brilliantly to the wide range of curriculum opportunities we offer at Grove.

In nursery pupils have enjoyed playing in the home corner, talking about their families and who is important to them.  They have settled in well to their new routines and explore their classroom with confidence.

Reception pupils enjoy taking part in daily phonics, reading and maths lessons. Thank you to parents who make sure their children read their reading books at home and return them to school the next day. This makes a difference to the progress children make in reading. We have a Forest School teacher who works with the children on a Friday. The children thoroughly enjoy discovering and working together in forest school.

The children in Key Stage 1 have demonstrated increased confidence in phonics and writing lessons this half term.  They are building on and applying their previous learning in phonics lessons and are expressing their ideas clearly and creatively in writing lessons.  We are grateful for your continued support with reading at home.  In Year 2, the children worked collaboratively to create a moving trolley to carry tools in their DT lessons and were able to come up with creative ideas to overcome problems.  In Year 1, the children used leavers and sliders to create their own stories which were very imaginative.

Key Stage 2 pupils have begun their daily maths fluency sessions which strengthen the children’s core number skills, improve mental arithmetic and build confidence in applying mathematical strategies to other areas of maths learning.  The staff in Years 3 to 6 are proud of how the children are showing great perseverance during the sessions; how they are using these sessions to make links in their maths learning; and how they are applying the new learning to other maths lessons.  We have had a number of visits and visitors for the children in Key Stage 2 this half term including the Lapworth Museum (Year 3), Hands on Science Teeth Workshop (Year 4), the Black Country Museum (Year 5) and Past Presents World War 2 Workshop (Year 6).

In September we launched the Spelling Shed platform to help children from Years 1 to 6 learn their weekly spellings.  Well done to all of the children who are engaging with this learning at home each week and congratulations to 4 Green who are at the top of the whole school leader board at the end of the first half term.  Please speak with your child’s class teacher if you need support with logging onto this platform with your child at home.

We have a staff training day on Friday 20th November 2025. School is closed to all pupils on this day. 

Attendance is currently 94%.

These year groups have attendance above 94%: 
Reception
Year 3
Year 4
Year 5
Year 6

271 pupils have come to school on time every day this term. These pupils all received a small prize. 

A parental workshop focusing on How to keep your child safe online will take place on Monday 10th November.  Please look out for more information about this workshop 

Parental consultations will be on Wednesday 12th November. The system for booking appointments will go live in the week after half term. 

We are proud to have offered 19 after school clubs this term.  265 pupils have been in a club. Next half term clubs start on Monday 3rd November. They will run for 6 weeks.

School finishes for the winter break at 1.45pm on Friday 19th December 2025.

We hope you all have a restful break with your friends and families. 
School starts again on Monday 3rd November.

Yours Sincerely
Ms. J Baker
 
